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Town empowerment

. H Marc Simojoki

Local Noongar people attended a
two-day workshop last Tuesday
and Wednesday, with Narrogin
being one of nine sites taking
part in the National Empower-
ment Program.

Project co-ordinator Tjalami-
nu Mia said the workshop was
the second step of the first stage
of the one-year initiative.

Ms Mia said the program
aimed to promote social and emo-
tional wellbeing and reduce com-
munity distress in Aboriginal

and Torres Strait Islander
communities.

“The National Empowerment
Program was devised to aid the
ability of empowerment within
the town, family and community
but also the extended families
that live right across the Wheat-
belt and throughout Western
Australia,” she said.

“The project is about empower-
ing the self and understanding
the dysfunction that is happen-
ing in the families, the reasons
why Aboriginal people in this
town are in a lot of ways acting

the way they are, the way they
see the world and changing their
thinking.”

Ms Mia said the program
hoped to help Aboriginal people
deal with intergenerational trau-
ma stemming from the stolen
generation to other more con-
temporary issues affecting them,
such as high suicide rates.

Local project co-ordinator Ve-
nessa McGuire said issues that
had been brought up during the
program in Narrogin included
racism and injustice in the town,
lack of services and division.




